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THE BEGINNING OF MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH A MODEL “A”

BY HARVEY EGER

It was a Saturday afternoon, in the early fall of 1 960 when the telephone rang.
“How would you like to have a 1 930 Model “A” five window coupe?” my father
asked.  I was a few weeks shy of 17, and I didn’t have the slightest idea what a
Model A 5 window coupe was.  Before I could say a word, somebody else got on
the phone.

“Harvey, it’s Uncle Bart”. (I had no idea who Uncle Bart was). “Dad wants to
buy you a car.  It’s a 1 930 Model “A” five window coupe.  All restored, a really
beautiful car.  What do you think?  Dad will take you to see it next week. I’ll give
him the phone number.”  I later learned that Uncle Bart was one of Dad’s
customers who liked old cars.  He had a 53 Corvette and an old Chevy, maybe a
‘29.  Dad said we would go to see the Model A Tuesday evening. The next three
days seemed like three years.

We went to a place in Arnold, PA, and met a man wearing a small straw hat.
He had a pleasant smile and a toothpick in the corner of his mouth. The “old-
timers” will remember him; his name was Jimmy Altman. There was some sort of a
car all covered up, and he took off the cover to reveal a bright yellow 1913 Stutz
Bearcat Speedster. I remember the huge tires, big brass headlights, a brass
spotlight and windshield, and beautiful black striping. It was the first antique car I
ever saw, and I can still picture it today. Next to it was a black, 57 T-Bird, and in
the back of his shop was a green Model T roadster, a 1912, I think; with lots of
brass. “C’mon” Jimmy said, “I’ll show you the Model “A.”
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We crossed the street, walked between two houses to an alley, and stopped in
front of a garage. Jimmy opened the door, and there was this beautiful car. It was
black, with red pin striping, and cream colored wheels. He started it up, and it ran
perfectly, with that unmistakable sound a Model A makes.  “Take it around the
block”, Jimmy said. So Dad and I climbed in and off we went.

Dad asked Jimmy how much he wanted for the car. “$400.00”, Jimmy replied.
That was a lot of money to a 17 year old kid, and I figured Dad would not go for it.
“How much do you want for the T-Bird?” Dad then asked. I think Jimmy said
$5,500, but I really can’t remember. I had my heart set on that Model A. “Okay”,
Dad said. We’ll take it.”

That was the beginning of a 40 + year love affair with the Model A, and how I
came to meet Jimmy Altman, who had a great influence on me. Jimmy and I
became good friends, and I learned a lot about old cars from him over the next few
years. I’ll tell you a few stories about Jimmy, particularly the one about how he got
that old Stutz Bearcat, and I have a few more stories to tell about that Model A,
including how got it back about 10 years after selling it to Fred Nichols.

ON THE COVER        11995577  CCHHEEVVRROOLLEETT  CCOORRVVEETTTTEE

I’m a very original car, an unrestored original, a “survivor”. Most of my paint is
original, although I have been touched up here and there. My mileage, history of
ownership, numbers and date codes are all correct and fully documented. There
were 6,338 Corvettes built in 1957, and I am #3490, and only 550 of us were
painted this Cascade Green color. I came with a 283/245 Hp engine with dual four
barrels, and a 3 speed transmission. Some of my options include courtesy lights,
wonderbar AM radio, heater, parking brake alarm, and windshield washers. My
weight is 2,730 pounds and I sold for $3,465.

In the travels of my life, I have crisscrossed this country. The first few years
were spent in Illinois. From there I went to Louisiana, Georgia, California, New
Hampshire, and now here in Pennsylvania. Most of my life was spent between two
owners in Louisiana and sunny California. For a short time I was even owned by
Loyola University in Louisiana. My owner in California was a Cinematographer and
worked in almost all of the studios in Los Angeles and the Hollywood area, where
he commonly drove me to and from the studios.

I have been very well taken care of over the years, and I am a pleasure to
drive. I’ve been judged and scored very high as an unrestored original numbers
matching car, and my documentation is impeccable There are just a few of us
documented and unrestored original “survivors” left.

(editors note: Tom has a very nice display poster made by his daughter Katie stating
the above. P/ease see Tom or go to our web pages to view.)

“CLICK HERE”

http://www.aaca.org/westernpa/newsletter/2004/Sept/57info.html
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WRECKS OF THE PAST

BY GARY COOPER
A 1958 Studebaker Silver Hawk, the cheaper version of the Golden Hawk.

Only a two door piller coupe.  I bought the car as a total and cut it down into a pick-
up similar to Ranchero.  It had a vertical back window, which was power.  But I got
too busy with other customer work and did not finish it and sold it as was.  It had a
V-8 engine and standard transmission.  It also had a full dashboard with all Stewart
Warner gages.  It would be nice today.  

Connie & Charlie Schifano’s “Breakfast” during Progressive Dinner Tour
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA REGION A.A.C.A.

Apparel Order Form

Denim Shirts
Short Sleeve _____ @ $26 Total $__________

Size _________ Size _________

Long Sleeve _____ @ $28 Total $__________

Size _________ Size _________

Sweatshirts
Size _________ _____ @ $24 Total $__________

Size _________

Jackets
Short _____ @ $65 Total $__________

Size _________ Size _________

Long _____ @ $70 Total $__________

Size _________ Size _________

Hats _____ @ $10 Total $__________

Mug Holder _____ @ $2 Total $__________

Total Due $__________

Members Name:_____________________________

Phone No.:______________ Cell Phone No.:______________

Please make checks payable to Western PA Region, AACA and send along with
this order form to:

John Kuhns
2339 Raymond Ave.
Latrobe, PA  15650

Phone:  724/539-7574

You can also use your WPR Points to purchase items.  Please include
completed WPR Check with your order.
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Free advertising for your car(s) and or parts.  Mail or Email your list to the WESTERN ROUND-
UP Editor and your ad will run for two consecutive months.

FOR SALE
67 Pontiac Tempest V8. Excellent Condition / Original Owner $6000
Howard Finney 412 824 4401 (8/04)

1954 STUDEBAKER Champion coupe. 13,000 original miles. To settle an estate. Car
has been stored in a heated garage. contact Fred Nicholls. 724-463-8981 (7/04)

1972 CHEVROLET Caprice Coupe. 3,500 total miles. Car is mint. If interested in
either car contact Fred Nicholls. 724-463-8981

1958 Ford Fairlane Skyliner:  Retractable, red & white, in beautiful condition.  Top has
never failed me and the car is always an attraction at shows.  It has a 2nd place National
Award as well as the 1958 representative at the 100 years of the automobile anniversary in
Detroit.  Not inexpensive, but well worth the money. call Gene Frey 724-832-9295.  (6/04)

1927 Lincoln V-8:  Four-door sedan, good condition – motor turns call Jim 724-423-3042.
(5/04)

Books:  prices as marked + shipping.  Warren Sheppick 724-565-4921
Owners Manuals:

1960/62 VW Sdn & Cony-good $10
1971 Chevy Vega - very good $5

Factory Shop Repair Manuals
1979 Ply/Dodge Horizon/Omni - Excellent $20
1982/87 MR 240 Renault Alliance/Encore, excellent $20
1961/68 Triumph TR-4 & 4A, contains official

driver’s handbook, workshop manual $20
1971 Vega Repair book $5

Haynes Shop Manuals
MG,Midget/AH Sprite 1958/78 - excellent $10
VW beetle 1600 1970/74 - excellent $10
Plymouth Champ 1978/80, excellent $10


